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The Geography of the 
Spiritual Realm

Pre-Judgment: 

Sheol (Heb.) / Hades (Gk)

Location: centre of the 
earth (Ezek. 31:14-15, 32:18-
30, Mat 12:40)

Post-Judgment: 

The Lake of Fire: currently 
empty!



John 20:17

Jesus said to her [Mary Magdalene], "Do not cling to Me, for 

I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My 

brethren and say to them, 'I am ascending to My Father and 

your Father, and to My God and your God.' "



Acts 2:22-31 "Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a 

Man attested by God to you…being delivered by the determined 

purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless 

hands, have crucified, and put to death…whom God raised up, 

having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that 

He should be held by it. For David says concerning Him…FOR 

YOU WILL NOT LEAVE MY SOUL IN HADES, NOR WILL 

YOU ALLOW YOUR HOLY ONE TO SEE CORRUPTION… 

[David] spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His 

soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption.



Acts 2:31 … [David] spoke concerning the resurrection of the 

Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see 

corruption.

Left = Gk. kataleipō

to leave behind, to forsake, or to abandon

Refers directly to David’s prophecy in Psalm 16 about the 

Messiah.

Psa 16:10 For You will not leave my soul in Sheol [Hades], Nor 

will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption.



Mat 12:40

For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the 

belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be 

three days and three nights in the heart of the 

earth.



2 Cor 5:21 (Amp)

He made Christ who knew no sin to [judicially] be sin 

on our behalf, so that in Him we would become the 

righteousness of God [that is, we would be made 

acceptable to Him and placed in a right relationship 

with Him by His gracious lovingkindness].



Col 2:14 (NKJV) …having wiped out the handwriting of 

requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He 

has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.

Col 2:14 (AMP) …having canceled out the certificate of debt 

consisting of legal demands [which were in force] against us and 

which were hostile to us. And this certificate He has set aside and 

completely removed by nailing it to the cross.

The ‘certificate of debt’ against us was the debt we owed due to our 

sin.



Mat 12:40

For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the 

belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be 

three days and three nights in the heart of the 

earth.



David’s 
prophecy of the 
Messiah’s time 
in Sheol

Psa 16:8 I have set the LORD always 
before me; Because He is at my right hand 
I shall not be moved.

Psa 16:9 Therefore my heart is glad, and 
my glory rejoices; My flesh also will rest 
in hope.

Psa 16:10 For You will not leave my soul 
in Sheol, Nor will You allow Your Holy 
One to see corruption.

Psa 16:11 You will show me the path of 
life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At 
Your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore.



Heb 2:14 (NKJV) Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh 

and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through 

death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the 

devil,

Heb 2:15 and release those who through fear of death were all their 

lifetime subject to bondage.

Heb 2:14 (NIV) Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared 

in their humanity so that by his death he might break the power of 

him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—

Heb 2:15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their 

fear of death.


